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Macomb Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 
@ CMPL opens its doors


Macomb Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped @ CMPL (MLBPH), the joint venture between Macomb County and the Clinton-Macomb Public Library, will be dedicated at 10 a.m. on Monday, February 6 at the Main Library in Clinton Township.  


In addition to dedicating the space, the library will also dedicate the room to Peg Lamont, the former founding director of the original MLBPH and a former member of the CMPL Board of Trustees.  The ceremony will include remarks by Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel, Library Board of Trustee President Camille Silda and Library Director Larry Neal. An open house highlighting the services available will follow the ceremony.

The dedication of the MLBPH @ CMPL is the fruition of an almost year-long process to continue library service to the blind and physically handicapped within Macomb County.  In March 2011 Macomb County approached the Clinton-Macomb Public Library about the idea of taking over the services of the MLBPH on a contractual basis.  The Clinton-Macomb Public Library Board of Trustees carefully studied the issue and approved a proposal in May 2011 that would ensure a high level of service yet be cost neutral to local taxpayers who fund the library.  The contract was made official in August 2011 when the Macomb Board of Commissioners approved the deal.

-more-

Since then the Clinton-Macomb Public Library has been busy moving thousands of items from the old Macomb Library for the Blind to its new home at the Main Library located on Romeo Plank in Clinton Township.  The new MLBPH is conveniently located just up the road from the old location and offers several new benefits including an 80% increase in open hours.  MLBPH @CMPL is open whenever the library is open and includes evening and weekend hours.  More open hours allow more access to patrons who must rely on family or friends to get them to the library.  The library is open from 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and from 1-6 p.m. on Sundays, September through May. 

According to Neal the agreement between Macomb County and the library was natural, “This agreement ensures that patrons who can really use library services will continue to have access to materials.  It allows many families convenient one-stop “shopping” for those with a family member with a disability that qualifies for Library for the Blind service.  It also allows our current patrons to continue to be served by CMPL should they ever need services due to a disability caused by injury or disease.” 

CMPL transferred 26,000 talking books from the old facility including 17,000 on cassette and 9,000 in the newer digital format.  The library was also able to expand its collection of large print books (available by mail for eligible users), low vision aids, closed circuit televisions and computers equipped with JAWS screen-reading software from the old MLBPH.
-more-
MLBPH @ CMPL currently serves 870 residents of Macomb County by providing talking books and players, large print books, equipment that enlarges text, equipment for printing Braille materials, described videos and more.  Those who qualify for the service due to visual or physical impairments, such as not being able to hold a book, must fill out an application to apply for this free service.  An application can be filled out at the library, or it is available online at www.cmpl.org/mlbph.  For questions about the service, please contact MLBPH @ CMPL at 586-286-1580 or MLBPH@cmpl.org.
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Contact: Jamie Morris, Community Relations Specialist (586) 226-5013
